Promoting participation by Petriwskyj, Andrea
AAG news
EACH YEAR THE AAG adopts 
a hot topic as a focus for 
nationwide events. For 2013, 
citizenship and participation was 
chosen as the topic of focus 
for the association. The events 
we have held demonstrate the 
pervasiveness of this topic and 
the range of implications it has 
for the aged care sector and the 
community more generally. 
The NSW Division’s rural 
conference in March took the 
theme “Living and Belonging” 
emphasising the importance 
of social connectedness within 
communities and how older people 
can engage in social networks. 
The conference opened with 
a moving performance by Shelley 
Moses showing how puppets 
can be used to help frail older 
people interact with each other, 
while Trevor Hazel discussed 
how communities can work to 
build resilience and mental health 
among people of all ages. 
AAG member Anthony Brown 
presented on the mate-to-mate 
program which connects older 
men to home and community 
care. Also on this theme, the 
Victorian Division held a recent 
seminar that explored age 
friendly cities, civic engagement, 
advocacy and productive ageing. 
A national webinar featuring Ian 
Yates, Eva Cox and Jeni Warburton 
sparked spirited discussion 
about inclusion and respect. 
An interactive workshop in the 
Hunter Valley explored solutions 
to barriers between residential 
care and the community. Planned 
events on participation and rights 
(Queensland), advance care 
planning (NSW), and the activities 
surrounding the AAG national 
conference will continue to explore 
the many facets of this hot topic. 
These AAG events 
promote equity, inclusion, 
social justice and human rights, 
and have allowed us to reflect on 
how we enact and support these 
ideals. Our work is geared to 
contribute to a society in which 
older people are respected, 
supported, valued and included. 
We respond every day to issues 
that affect older people and 
policies that relate to older 
people’s lives, health, support 
and activities. 
It is important for us to reflect 
on how our work contributes to 
the inclusive, respectful society 
we envisage and to look critically 
at where we, as professionals, get 
our information, how we set our 
priorities and how we incorporate 
older people’s voices into our 
daily work. Seen in this light, this 
hot topic is relevant to housing 
and design, technology, care, 
medical treatment, mental health 
and social services, exercise and 
other health promoting activities, 
financial and legal issues. 
For many, this hot topic might 
seem a bit abstract in our practice 
and policy-focused daily lives. 
However, it reflects issues that 
are fundamental to everything 
we do. Crucially, we need to be 
aware of how our own research 
and practice both reflects 
and supports older people’s 
citizenship and participation. n
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AAG’s work is geared to contribute 
to a society in which older people are 
respected, supported, valued and included, 
writes Andrea Petriwskyj.
Times for change
Looking back on my term as AAG President I can say 
the last two years have been interesting, challenging 
and rewarding, writes Julie Byles.
I CAN LOOK back with 
pride and admiration for 
our organisation as it 
underwent major changes to its structure and 
operation, and emerged fresh, strong, vibrant 
and ready for action. Although going through 
major reforms of our own, we also contributed 
to the progress of reforms in aged care and 
added to the chorus that continues to call for 
better care for older Australians.
We looked within our organisation to try to 
better meet the needs of our members, and 
to support and amplify the activities of our 
State Divisions and Chapters and strengthen 
links between our collaborating research 
centres. We looked across the life course to 
consider ageing, not just as a stage towards 
the end of life, but as a process that starts 
“at the very beginning” and isn’t “over til 
it’s over”. We looked through a multitude 
of lenses to see ageing in terms of health, 
social and built environments, activity and 
participation, care and community. We 
looked beyond our borders, inviting the world 
to Melbourne for the 2011 IAGG Congress, 
and taking Australia to the world at the 2013 
IAGG World Congress in Korea. 
Looking forward, I welcome Briony Dow 
as our next President, and I cast a vote of 
confidence in Tony Coles and the AAG staff. 
I can look forward with certainty that AAG 
will continue to play a pivotal role promoting 
knowledge and understanding of ageing, 
and advocating for a world where ageing is 
seen as an achievement and a benefit, not a 
burden and a challenge. 
For myself, I will continue to play a role 
in AAG as an active and devoted member, 
seeing through some of the innovations in 
education and research collaboration, and 
turning my sights to AAG’s role in a global 
approach to ageing. n
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